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Return to Work: To help you to return to work as soon as possible,
you should actively communicate with your treating doctor, claims
administrator, and employer about the kinds of work you can do
while recovering. They may coordinate efforts to return you to
modified duty or other work that is medically appropriate. This
modified or other duty may be temporary or may be extended
depending on the nature of your injury or illness.

Payment for Permanent Disability: If a doctor says your injury or
illness results in a permanent disability, you may receive additional
payments. The amount will depend on the type of injury, your age,
occupation, and date of injury.

Vocational Rehabilitation (VR): If a doctor says your injury or
illness prevents you from returning to the same type of job and your
employer doesn’t offer modified or alternative work, you may
qualify for VR. If you qualify, your claims administrator will pay the
costs, up to a maximum set by state law.  VR is a benefit for injuries
that occurred prior to 2004.

Supplemental Job Displacement Benefit (SJDB): If you do not
return to work within 60 days after your temporary disability ends,
and your employer does not offer modified or alternative work, you
may qualify for a nontransferable voucher payable to a school for
retraining and/or skill enhancement.   If you qualify, the claims
administrator will pay the costs up to the maximum set by state law
based on your percentage of permanent disability.  SJDB is a benefit
for injuries occurring on or after 1/1/04.

Death Benefits: If the injury or illness causes death, payments may
be made to relatives or household members who were financially
dependent on the deceased worker.

It is illegal for your employer to punish or fire you for having a job
injury or illness, for filing a claim, or testifying in another person's
workers' compensation case (Labor Code 132a). If proven, you may
receive lost wages, job reinstatement, increased benefits, and costs
and expenses up to limits set by the state.

You have the right to disagree with decisions affecting your claim. If
you have a disagreement, contact your claims administrator first to
see if you can resolve it. If you are not receiving benefits, you may
be able to get State Disability Insurance (SDI) benefits. Call State
Employment Development Department at (800) 480-3287.

You can obtain free information from an information and assistance
officer of the State Division of Workers' Compensation, or you can
hear recorded information and a list of local offices by calling (800)
736-7401. You may also go to the DWC web site at www.dir.ca.gov.
Link to Workers’ Compensation.

You can consult with an attorney. Most attorneys offer one free




